Just walk In
to see us!

ROMAN LAKES LEISURE PARK welcomes all walkers and
whether you want to park for free to start a walk or just call in for a
drink and a bite to eat on your way past, you can always
be sure of a friendly reception.

We stock a range of hot and cold drinks and snacks.

This book is one in a series of books being produced on various
topics based on Roman Lakes Leisure Park. We hope these
publications will give our visitors a greater insight into,
and greater enjoyment of, our local area.

So please call in to see us,

Bernard, Geraldine and F

See our website

www .romanlakes.co.uk

for more information and our latest news

ROMAN LAKES LEISURE P ARK
Lakes Road, Marple, Stockport SK6 7HB
Telephone: 0161-427 2039
email: info@romanlakes.co.uk
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Rambles from 3 to 6 miles long,

with descriptions; maps and local history
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About this book.....

The area around Roman Lakes Leisure Park is excellent for
walking, being not only picturesque but also steeped in history.
The abundant flora and fauna and the natural solitude make
this area an outstanding place to visit and ramble.

This book aims to give you detailed historical descriptions
and maps for a variety of routes all starting and finishing at
Roman Lakes Leisure Park.

All routes include some uphill sections (and therefore downhills
back again!) but should not be beyond the capabilities of
any normally fit person. Those unable to tackle the hills can
still enjoy the many walks along the valley, visiting many of
the historical sites the area is renowned for.

Historical information for the area is abundant on the Internet
and the following are links that you may find interesting and
complementary to your walks locally.

For other walks in the Marple area see links on our website
www .romanlakes.co.uk
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Cross the stile and follow the footpath which soon drops down beside
the River Etherow. Continue to the main road at Compstall.
Turn right and pass the George pub and then turn right onto a rough
track signposted Brabyns Park. This leads to a bridge over the River
Goyt next to the old gatehouse of Brabyns Hall.
The original bridge is still under this temporary construction.
It was cast in wrought iron at Salford Iron Works around
1810. A local action group is fighting for, and collecting
money for the repair of the original bridge.
Turn right after the bridge, behind the gatehouse and follow the pleasant
path for fifty metres. On the other side of the river you will see the
River Etherow joining, this river rises on the Yorkshire borders in the hills
above Longdendale and Glossop.
Walk back to the gatehouse and turn right on the track through the
playing fields of Brabyns Park. Continue on the track and through the
car park, noting the site of Brabyns Hall and walled gardens on the left.
Turn left and then right at the traffic lights after crossing the River
Goyt. Pass the shops and turn right on to the unsurfaced Low Lea
Road passing Lea House on the right at the top of the hill, before
dropping down Bottoms Mill Road. Turn left along Lakes Road passing
the sites of Mellor Mill and Mellor Lodge then passing alongside
North Lake. Take the nextright, noting Old Hall and Farm on your left
of you, back to Roman Lakes Leisure Park.
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Historical Information

To avoid repetition of information in individual walks the following bold
titles are referred to in the text of the walks.

Brabyns Park and Brabyns Hall

Brabyns Park owes its name to Doctor Henry Brabin who had a hall built
there in 1741. He died in 1750 and this once fine house was let out until
being purchased in 1800 by Nathaniel Wright. Wright had made his money
in a joint venture with Sir George Warren and Matthew Pickford. The
Pickford family began their business higher up the River Goyt in Goyt's
Clough Quarry, from where they ran pack trains all over the country. They
were later to become the giant removal business, Pickfords, still in
business today and still using the packhorse as their logo.

Floodgates Cottage

In all probability, this octagonal house under the viaduct was built as
both a home for the sluiceman and a tollman. Notice the weir in the river
opposite and the waterway, called a leat, leading off from it at the viaduct.
Built in the same year as the Roman Lakes, Old Hall and Mellor Mill,
1804, it is possible that the road went the other side of the house and
then between the hillside and the Main Lake, past Old Hall and then up
to Mellor. After the Lakes and the house were built the road was
transferred to the position it is today. On the front wall of the house is a
stone pillar with a gate bracket on which the toll gate hung.

Lea House

This is the large red brick house near the top of the hill on Low Lea
Road. It was the home of Miss Shaw, a dear friend of Samuel Oldknow.
Miss Shaw, it is speculated, may have become Mrs. Oldknow if not for
the ill health she suffered.

Main Lake

The impressive and beautiful Main Lake is not only a marvellous local
amenity but also a haven for a huge variety of birds. This lake and North
Lake were constructed as reservoirs around 1804 to supply water to
Mellor Mill. The road bordering both lakes runs on top of the dams holding
the waters back against the hillside. The fields on the west side can be
seen to be lower and sloping down to the River Goyt.

If you look carefully the path of an old stream can be seen descending
the hillside on the far side of the lake and still traced through the fields
down to the river.
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Walk 5 - Four W aterways and a Railway
6.5 miles of pure local history, taking in the canal, the railway, the river and
Brabyn’'s Park. The walking is easy but can be muddy between the
aqueduct and Compstall.
Turn right out of Roman Lakes and follow the track beside Main Lake
to the T-junction where Old Hall is on your right. Turn left along the
side of North Lake and follow Lakes Road over Bottoms Bridge and
up to Arkwright Road. Turn left and after 200 metres join Strines Road.
Continue along the road and after 400 metres climb the stone steps on
the right up to reach the canal at a brick bridge. Cross the bridge and
join the canal towpath on the right which shortly leads to Marple Marina.
Turn right on the bridge (the junction of the Peak Forest Canal and the
Macclesfield Canal is below you) and walk down next to the locks
Pass under the main road (note the tunnel it is shaped in the profile of a
horse as the narrow boats were horse drawn) and continue down past
the locks.
On reaching the main road, Brabyn’s Brow, cross the road and continue
down the towpath on the opposite side of the canal.
Between locks 4 and 5 the Manchester - Sheffield railway
line passes under the canal. (When built this railway was
named The Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway,
and was opened in 1865). Close to the gates of the bottom
lock stands the lock-keeper’s cottage. Oldknow supplied the
keepers with blue waistcoats and badges to mark them as
officials employed by the company.
Cross the next bridge and rejoin the canal towpath on the opposite
side of the canal to arrive at the aqueduct.
The aqueduct is some seventy years older than the viaduct
but both are impressive in their own right. The scale of these
stone monoliths can only be fully appreciated from below.
Having crossed the aqueduct take a path through a gateway on the
left and down the stepped path which turns back under the bridges.
Cross the stile and bear left up the hill to join a small tarmac road. Turn
right and pass through Upper Waters Meeting Farm and then Lower
Waters Meeting Farm, following the yellow footpath markers. 120 metres
beyond the farm bear left to the stile on the hillside.
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Marple Lodge

This house was home to the mill manager and stood on the left after
crossing Bottoms Bridge. Samuel Oldknows half brother John Clayton
was mill manager from shortly after the mill opened and after Richard
Arkwright acquired the whole estate John Clayton took over the full
running of the mill and the company name even became John Clayton
& Co.

Mellor Lodge

The remains of this once grand house with ornate riverside gardens,
built in 1794 as home to Samuel Oldknow, stood opposite the junction
of Bottoms Mill Road over the small bridge with a gate on. Next to the
road near this point can be seen a leat, still running with water, that
powered the rotary spit in the kitchen of the house. No detail was too
small for Samuel Oldknows attention.

Mellor Mill (aka Bottoms Mill)

The massive structure of the mill standing six storeys high, built of
both local stone and bricks, probably made on site, was completed
in 1793. It stood at the far end of the North Lake, by the junction with
Bottoms Mill Road. Only the foundations can be seen today but in it’s
day it was said to be Englands largest mill and it was driven at first by
a 22 feet (6.8 metres) tall by 17.5 feet (5.4 metres) wide waterwheel
and later by a further two more wheels only a little smaller.

The mill was destroyed by fire in 1892, but it’s legacy lives on in
Roman Lakes Leisure Park, the lakes of which fed the mill with water.
North Lake

North Lake, the smaller of the ‘Roman Lakes’, has been reclaimed
by the present owner, Mr. Bernard Sewart, in recent years and is now
a haven for wildlife.

Old Hall and Farm (once called Bottoms Hall and Farm)

Old Hall was the site of Oldknow’s apprentice house and farm. Many
of the apprentices, mostly female, came from Clerkenwell, London
and by all accounts were well treated for the times. Samuel Oldknow
was a keen agriculturist and as well as nurturing his farm he
encouraged his tenants to improve their lands. Facing the farm
entrance can be seen a small bridge over a stream. Immediately
upstream was a waterwheel which was used to power machinery on
the farm for threshing and chopping.
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Peak Forest Canal

The Upper Peak Forest Canal was opened in 1796 after just two years
under construction. The Lower Canal was finished in 1800, the
aqueduct having taken nearly seven years to build. Unfortunately the
Upper (Buxworth to Marple) level and the Lower (Marple to Ashton)
level, a total of fourteen miles, did not join in the middle! Due to lack
of funds the flight of locks required, they could not be immediately
built and a horsedrawn tramway, running someway to the side of
todays towpath, was constructed instead. However, with great relief
to all, the magnificent flight of 16 locks, each with a 13 foot drop,
making 208 feet, was finished in 1805, funded, in part at least by
Richard Arkwright.

The main purpose of the Peak Forest Canal was to transport limestone
from the quarries in the Peak Forest area above Chapel-en-le-Frith,
but the terrain above Buxworth would have proved too expensive to
construct and instead carts brought the stone to Buxworth (Bugsworth)
Basin where it was loaded onto the narrow boats. The Lower Peak
Forest Canal links the Macclesfield canal (just above Top Lock) with
the Ashton Canal and thence into central Manchester.

In the early 1800’s the Marple Marina, above the locks, would have
been a bustling centre of canal boats. Some unloading limestone or
loading lime at the kilns on the opposite side of the canal. Other boats
lined up at the top or between each lock waiting their turn to enter the
next lock. At the Marina you can see the Macclesfield Canal entering
from under the large bridge. Boats from this canal would arrive mostly
with one way cargo to burgeoning Manchester - coal, stone, farm
produce, timber and silk to name just a few cargoes.

Note the wide sections of canal between locks to allow several barges
to be moored. The idea being

that there would be one barge

going up each lock for every

one coming down, thus saving

time and water.

Just before the lock at

Brabyns Brow there is a

converted building, once a

warehouse belonging to

Samuel Oldknow, on the

opposite bank.

Walk 4 - Brabyns Park & Peak Forest Canal

4.5 miles of easy walking on good surfaces. The hills are fairly gentle
Turn right out of Roman Lakes and follow the track next to Main Lake to the
junction where Old Hall is on your right. Turn left along the side of North Lake .
This road, like the one beside Main Lake , is running along the top of the dam
wall.

Turn right up Bottoms Mill Road and then Low Lea Road. Follow the track over
the brow passing Lea House, which is just over the brow of the hill, and dropping
down to it’s junction with Town Street, Marple Bridge.
Across the road and to your right is a wooden footbridge which
crosses a small stream. The stone building below was once the
Marple Bridge Spade Mill which made metal tools. The waterwheel
that drove the rotary hammer within the mill can be be seen standing
beside the small weir constructed to raise the water to drive it.
Walk down Marple Bridge main street to the traffic lights.
Turn left up Brabyns Brow and cross the road to enter Brabyns Park through
the main gate and into the main car park.
Walk through the main car park and along the road. Take the stone track leading
up left, doubling back left after 50 metres. Follow this path up and over the
railway and then reach Brabyns Brow at a point next to the Peak Forest Canal .
Cross straight over and follow the rough stone track to its end at Oldknow Road.
Turn left and cross Arkwright Road on to Faywood Drive and onto Lakes Road.
On your left a few metres down Faywood Drive is Stone Row. This
was the site of a marketplace and around thirty mill workers cottages
which were pulled down in the 1930’s. Slightly further down the hill
on the left is Beechwood Manor, an impressive light stone building
originally built for a Mr. Edward Ross, who was secretary of the
Manchester-Sheffield, Lincolnshire Railway.
The lane you are walking down was built by Samuel Oldknow to
provide better access to the site of his new mill.
Two thirds of the way down the road is a gate on your left. This
was the mill gardens and allotment, in which the vegetables
consumed by the mill apprentices were grown.
After crossing Bottoms Bridge and passing the sites of Marple Lodge, Mellor
Lodge and Mellor Mill, pass Bottoms Mill Road and North Lake then turn
right before Old Hall back to Roman Lakes Leisure Park.
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Roman Bridge

This stunningly scenic packhorse bridge over the River Goyt is thought
to be almost 300 years old. It was the only dry way to cross the river
for several miles in either direction. The natural rock outcrops and
narrow gap made it an obvious place for the bridge to be built but
previously the river was probably forded just downstream where a
shallow area can be seen. The name dates only from Victorian times
and probably to glamourise the ‘Roman Lakes’, a huge tourist
attraction in Victorian times when hordes of people would come for
days out, arriving at Marple Station by steam train.

Samuel Oldknow (1756 - 1828)

Visitors to Marple could be forgiven for concluding that Samuel
Oldknow alone was responsible for the growth of the whole area. They
would not be too far from the truth, although maybe Richard Arkwright
should also be acknowledged.

The Oldknow family originated from Nottingham where they were
successful in the sale of textile goods. Samuels father expanded into
manufacturing of textiles and set up business in Lancashire. After
his fathers premature death Samuel took over the running of the
business and also started another business in Stockport. Both became
hugely successful and provided the finance for developing his
visionary mill at Marple when he bought the Bottoms Hall Estate in
1787. Due to UK economic misfortune he was forced to borrow money
from his friend Richard Arkwright (the famous mill owner and inventor
of the Spinning Frame and Carding Frame that revolutionised cotton
spinning) to complete the mill. He also had to sell his interests in
Stockport and Lancashire, consolidating all his efforts on his new mill.
Before long he was throwing himself into a new venture, becoming
the driving force behind the Peak Forest Canal, maximising his
investment by building lime kilns in Marple, running a fleet of narrow
boats and constructing a warehouse and wharf. Many roads and
housing complexes were constructed at Samuels direction as was
the new Church of All Saints. However as Samuel Oldknows
philanthropic works expanded his finances diminished and he
continued to borrow heavily from the Arkwright family (Richard
Arkwright having died in 1792 reputedly worth £500,000). On his death
the whole Oldknow estate passed to the Arkwright family in payment
of Samuels huge debt.
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and preached 40,000 sermons. Many of those miles will
have been travelled on tracks similar to that you are now
on!
At the top of the path follow the path up over the wooden railway
sleepers (for erosion control) and curve leftwards to join a track by
gateposts. Turn left and follow the narrow lane, (Black Lane), up to a
crossroads by a farm and new, extremely ugly, poorly sited barn.
Above you is Mellor Cross, erected in 1969 by a group of
local churches. Mellor Moor, the highest point in the area
lies just behind the cross and is 1,012ft (327 metres) above
sea level.
Turn left, passing a small cottage on your right in 75 metres.
This is Paradise Cottage, so named because John Wesley
is said to have stopped at this point to admire the view. He
expressed the opinion that Paradise must look something
like this. You will be sure to agree if you are here on a fine
day.
Carry on down the lane until a left turn at a road junction and follow
this lane down and then left again at the next junction. Follow the
road down passing through the golf course, and past the Golf
Clubhouse and the scout camp. The road becomes a rocky track
through a wood known locally as Linnet Clough.
This track was built to transport stone from the quarries
above down to the valley for the construction of the mill,
dams, leats, houses, weirs and bridges necessary for
Mellor Mill.
At the bottom you reach Old Hall and Farm and North Lake . A few
metres further on turn left onto Lakes Road leading back to Roman
Lakes Leisure Park.
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Ways Ancient and Modern
The main track along the valley is only about 200 years old, modern
when compared to some of the other tracks that date back hundreds
of years before it, maybe even thousands!

Use the map opposite and the Historical Information on pages 2 - 5 to
create short interesting walks.

For a walk of just over a mile the following walk visits what remains of
Samuel Oldknow’s once grand mill complex.

Samuel Oldknow Herit age Walk

Turn left out of the Roman Lakes Leisure Park and walk along the
track next to the River Goyt to the viaduct. The house on your left is
Floodgates Cottage . On your right in the river is the weir that raised
the river level to feed the reservoirs that is now called Roman Lakes.
The winding gear for the gates into the leat leading to the lakes can be
seen on the right of the track.

Turn round and walk back down the track and past Roman Lakes
Leisure Park and continue to the track junction and turn left. The lake
on your right is North Lake . Continue along the track to the junction
with Bottoms Mill Road and turn right. The area on you right, now
partly covered by trees is the site of Mellor Mill . On the other side of
the track can be seen remains of a waterwheel housing.

Turn round and walk back to the junction. Facing you is a small
overgrown bridge and gate. Beyond this was the grand home of Samuel
Oldknow, Mellor Lodge . On the far side of the River Goyt just over
Bottoms Bridge is the site of Marple Lodge .

Retrace your way noting on the right the water running in the leat. This
supplied the power to the kitchen in Mellor Lodge and turned a rotary
spit. At the next junction turn right. The large house and buildings on
the left is Old Hall .

Carry on along the track past Main Lake back to Roman Lakes Leisure
Park.
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Walk 3 - The Drovers Return

This 4 mile walk (with a much easier 3 mile option) and some steep
ascents makes an interesting walk following in the footsteps of John
Wesley. The views on this walk on a good day are stunning.

Turn left out of Roman Lakes and pass under the viaduct and past Floodgates
Cottage . Continue along the track to a house named Roman Lodge, and

turn right down the sign-posted path leading to the Roman Bridge.
Return to the main track and turn right and follow it along the side of the River
Goyt. The track leads under the railway through an impressive stone tunnel
and you then pass by Windy Bottom Farm.
Several dogs will probably greet you (behind the fence,
fortunately) and in the spring lambs will join in the game and rush
back and forth with the dogs! The farm was previously known as
Richmond Farm but was originally called Windy Bottom Farm.
Keep on the main track which rises a little to eventually be above the railway.
Pass through an old metal gate before dropping through a wood and crossing
a stream then rising up to a large metal gate at Greenclough Farm. Turn left
up the hill. Turn right at the obvious track and pass by another farm before
climbing a dark, narrow track that becomes much steeper before arriving
very steeply at a crossroads.
You are now on the remains of an old drove road, virtually the
only means of communication between scattered rural
farmsteads prior to the eighteenth century. Just pause to think
how hard it must have been travelling anywhere in Britain in those
days. Bear in mind that the next narrow section is the continuation
of this track!
(For the shorter walk, turn left here and after 600 metres, at the road junction,
turn left and this drops you back down Linnet Clough, as per end of the
longer route).
Go straight across, under the holly bushes and up the narrow, dark walled
path that is very rocky to walk on.
The house on your left is called The Banks, and it is known that
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism stayed here on a number
of occasions. One entry in his diary, dated 28 April, 1745, reads
“...thence we rode to bongs (The Banks) in Derbyshire, a lone
house on the side of a high, steep mountain, wither abundance
of people were got before us. | preached Gods justifying the
ungodly.” During his apostolate Wesley travelled 250,000 miles

13
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Walk 1 - Old Lanes, Lines and Linnet s

A 2 mile walk on rough tracks and grassy footpaths. Short but full of
interest and with some excellent views.
Turn right out of Roman Lakes and walk along the track at the side of the
Main Lake to a T junction.
Turn right and pass Old Hall and Farm on your right.
Note Old Hall Lane leading off left here. This ancient track would
have been the main access to the valley and it's farms before
Mellor Mill was built and the access roads constructed.
Pass Old Hall Farm taking the track alongside and proceed up the stony
track (Nields Way).
This track was built to transport stone from the Cobden Edge
quarries high above down into the valley for the construction of
the mill, dams, leats, houses, weirs and bridges necessary for
Mellor Mill. Near the top of the track notice the stone slab path
on the right, possibly a pavement.
At the crossroads near Linnet Clough Scout Camp, where the tarmac road
begins, turn right passing through the wooden gate. Keep to the left side of
the field and walk on into Mellor and Townscliffe Golf Course. At the footpath
signpost go straight ahead onto the footbridge over the beautiful moat. At
this point carry on straight ahead and slightly to the right. Spot the public
footpath sign beyond the four fairways and head across to it. Turn right at
this signpost and walk slightly down hill passing the white boundary posts on
your left. Where the boundary posts change direction go straight ahead
between the two small wooded ponds. Continue on and note the yellow
footpath marker peg, keep walking and pass over the railway footbridge, taking
care that the wired bridgeboards are not slippery or trip you up, and then
down to a track above the River Goyt.
The path you have just descended was an ancient way down
the natural ridge and crossing the Roman Bridge (originally a
ford)to climb steeply out of the valley on the far side. At the time,
some 300 years ago, this must have been a very important route
to have warranted the construction of the ‘Roman Bridge'.
Turn left and after 50 metres turn right to reach the Roman Bridge .
Retrace your steps and pass where you joined the track and in 100 metres
pass Floodgates Cottage and then 400 metres further on after passing
under the viaduct arrive back at Roman Lakes Leisure Park.
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Walk 2 - A Roman Connection

4.5 miles of easy walking visiting the Roman Bridge and
the Peak Forest Canal as well as Marple Marina and Locks

Turn left out of Roman Lakes and pass under the viaduct and past
Floodgates Cottage. Along the track brings you to a house named
Roman Lodge, turn right down the sign-posted path to the Roman Bridge
over the River Goyt.

There just may have been a Roman connection with this area

as the valley is a natural way between the Roman fort of

Melandra at Glossop and the Roman baths at Buxton.

Recently the remains of an Iron Age fort and also Roman

remains have been discovered near Mellor Church. It is

entirely possible that the track you are now on was walked by

Romans over 2000 years ago!

Why did they not just walk along the valley you may ask?

Valleys were dangerous places, overgrown and boggy, often

flooded and also full of wild animals such as wolves and wild

boar. Ancient tracks kept to high ground wherever possible.
After crossing the bridge follow the narrow path by the river then uphill
between two houses and up the road to Strines Road. Go straight across
and up the steep hill. Take the steps on the left and arrive at the Peak
Forest Canal towpath. Turn right under the bridge.
Carry on along the towpath to reach Bridge 19, also known as Brick Bridge.
Here the towpath changes sides and a short walk brings you to Marple
Marina.
After crossing the bridge follow the canal down past the locks, and pass
through the tunnel (shaped to take a horse because the boats were pulled
by horses) under the main road. Follow the towpath down past more
locks and at the next road turn right and then back right up the other side
of the canal past the converted warehouse along St. Martins Road. Turn
left onto Oldknow Road and then go straight across Arkwright Road and
down Faywood Drive, leading to Lakes Road.

Stone Row on your left was once the site of mill cottages and

a small market place for the workers at Mellor Mill.
Carry on down Lakes Road and cross the river at Bottoms Bridge. After
crossing Bottoms Bridge and passing the sites of Marple Lodge, Mellor
Lodge and Mellor Mill, pass Bottoms Mill Road and North Lake then turn
right before Old Hall and Farm back to Roman Lakes Leisure Park.
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