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+ dramatic fire that engulfed Samuel

Cddknoe’s Mellor bill in 1892 marked

an emblensatic change in direction for both

the vallcy that it once domisated and the
ootton industry & & whaole, _

In the afiermath of the mills destruction
the: semnants of the eobosssl mdll, which an s
peak in 1804 operated 10080 spindles and
emploved 550 poople, was sabaged for ils
imenediate materinl worth and then lefi
ghandoned 10 be reclaimed by the naural
Inmisepe.

The creator of thi gantic indusirial
monumeni was  Samue]  Oldknow i
remarkable visionary who reshaped the
valley's natural  landscape  and  the
surrounding towi,  Dhespite at times neas
bankruptcy Oldknow consstently went to
preat efforts to improse the valley and ensure
pontinued  employment, nourishment and
muoral gusdance of his workforee of a bevel far
above common practice.  However, despite
all of his =trengths in innovation and
henevolenee, as the mill and its mivastracture
camie into exisience the demands on
Oldknow’s incoemse soased and only due 100
partnership with Richard Arkwright could his
project at Mellor Mill continue, Al
Oldknow’s death m 1328 Mellor Mill pessed
tex hiis chiel creditor, Richard Arkwright,

Consequently, by the time of the mills
destruction in 1392, the mill and the
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surrounding estate were siill retained in the
possession of the great Arkaright family.
The estates were offered for sale in 1867,
but were presumably withdrawn, as it was
pot untl 1924 that they were sold in small
lots, However, as carly us 1917 there are
records of the Fumes family, agenis of the
Arkwright estate, as leasing and then kater
purchasing the groumds surrounding the
millponds that came Lo be established and
known as the Roman Bridge Lakes
Company Lid.

The arca rapédly became a focus of social
cxcursions and was csfablished as an
extremely popular pleasure ground, offering
lzisure and recreation o thousamds of
penple who travelled for amusement from
the mearby towns. Prioe o our family's
posscssion of the Lakes the water levels
would be kwered cach winter and the Lakes
opened for winter ice-skiting. [ addition to
this, summer boating and a dance floor, for
which the Marple Band would play every
Sunday, were complemented by the
ienroom faclites both onsite at the Lakes
and next door at “Webs Tearooms.” An
amsement arcade offered  enthusiastic
visitors the opportunity to clectmonte
themsehees for a penny and tuke o glimpse at
‘whint the hutler saw”, ensuring the necessary
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widume of visitors o jusuly the weekend
presence of a policeman.

The Arden family purchased the Lakes
from the Furnss family and wpon Charbes
Arden’s decision to emigrate, the Lakes was
passed 1o his doughter, Jean, who i
marriec 1 become a Roscoe. Tt was during
this period that fire struck again, destroving
the main café building, which when coupled
wilh changes in social life saw an end (0 an
cra when local attractions were in their
hevday. By the time my grandfathers wite
Ealith saw the advertisement for the Lakes

Hilplmgidaitor s ancand & fowing bat 1960s
whion boat hire wis very popular

in @ local mewspaper it had boen on the
miarket for two years. In the carly 1950s the
site was 3o routingly vandalised and
targeted by thieves raiding the penny slod
miachines and stores of tobacco and
cigu]l.:ttt:x thit my gmn:l‘l’.alh-ur. .‘:ig,lr]nu]r
Sewart, finally resorted to sleeping onsiic,
despite his earky fam opening time. [t was in
these turbulent conditeons that my family
came @ the Lakes — a company that had
first been established for the gemieel
[ﬂcmuﬂ; af an BEdwardhan JrEneT .
After the bitter loss of my grandfather's
wife, which left three young children to his
sole care, he stoically dedicated his life w0
the Lakes and s improvement.  He was
renowned for his love of talking with all who
wisibeel, but was also guite nodorious los his
apparently harsh treatment of any visitor
that he felt io be engaging in ‘dangerons
activities.” He would confiscate sticks off
children, swiftly dispose of opportunist
swimmers' clothes into the water and
reprimanc any persons riding hicveles near
the casting fishermen with greai gusto.
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Although at times deciledly cantankerous,
his earty expenences of poverty led him o
acts of innumcrable charity and Eindness
that were only evideneed by the carefully
Faaldlest letters of appreciation quictly beld
anwinest his paperwork,

In these cary vears of mwnership Ciranelad
cemsed feeding the lake from the polluted
Biver oyt and introduced carp and other
coarse fish 1o the waters, a step which
eventually ensured that the Roman Lakes
became cstablished as one of the mapor
angling waters of the Morth,  Howeser, as
the Lakes swme 1o e dominated by carp
and advancss in angling equipment enabled
the fishermen to cast further anad furher
from the bank, a conflict between the
awielling numberss of rowing and motorhoats
(reaching 68 at its peak) became apparent.
Eventually the decison o end boating trips
o the main lake drew an era of summer
beeat fripes 1o an emed, Waater actrvities do still
continue on the Morth Lake, umder
superviaion, cnsuring that thousands of
children experiencs the Lakes i the way
that genenstion: balre have engoyed.

It is now over & century since Mellor Bill
was destroyved and the estate was first
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opened e the public for enjoyment. Nature
has recovered its  scarred industrial
landscape to the extent that an unksswing
visibor could pass through the valley's
transpuil surrounadings unaware of the past il
heolids. The: mill complex hias recently excited
much archacological attention since an
caploratory dig undertaken in spring of Lisi
vear by The Mellor Archaenlogieal Trust
This il dig wneovered generations of
sl to reveal a time capsule of the
disastrons foggy night that changed so many
Irves Usat followed. Further excavations will
follow and with the opening up of the mill
site thie seale and crafismanship of Chdknos:
and the men of his time will be appreciated
by those with an inferest in the mdustrl
uge and the hztory of our valley.,

In July ancther ogen day at Mellor Mill is
planned and it is anticipated that chose
work in the future berween the Roman
Lakes Leisure  Park, The Mellor
Archacological Trust and Friends of Qur
Valley (& recently formed and rapidly
growing Fricnds groap) will ensure that the
valley area can continue to be a much
apprecived kcal Facility, wed and engoyed
by all, for gencrations 10 come,



